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The GrandFacts state fact sheets for grandfamilies include state-specific data and programs as well as

information about public benefits, educational assistance, legal relationship options and state laws. Visit

www.grandfamilies.org to find this and all GrandFacts state fact sheets.

The Children

e 103,000 (4%) children live with a relative with no parent present.

Pennsylvania

e 238,598 (8.8%) children under 18 live in homes where householders are grandparents or other relatives.
195,216 (7.2%) of these children live with grandparents.
43,381 (1.6%) of these children live with other relatives.

The Grandparents

e 88,726 grandparents are householders responsible for their grandchildren who live with them. Of these:
28,827 (32.5%) do not have parents present.
58,568 (66.0%) are under age 60.

51,727 (58.3%) are in the workforce.

17,923 (20.2%) are in poverty.

22,443 (25.3%) have a disability.

28,481 (32.1%) are unmarried.
Race/Ethnicity:

>
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59,446 (67.0%) are white (not Hispanic or Latino)
18,810 (21.2%) are black or African American

7,630 (8.6%) are Hispanic or Latino origin

2,041 (2.3%) are Asian

266 (0.3%) are American Indian or Alaska Native

0 (0.0%) are Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander
1,331 (1.5%) are multiracial

2,839 (3.2%) are some other race
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Children in Kinship Foster Care

For data on children in kinship care within the child welfare system, see the Child Trends fact sheet for
Pennsylvania.

www.childtrends.org

Programs That Can Help

Local programs that provide support, resources and assistance to grandfamilies can often be found by
contacting your local school, area agency on aging, community center, faith-based organization or children’s
services office.

Key Programs in Pennsylvania
A Second Chance Inc. (ASCI) — Allegheny County Children, Youth & Families

Website: www.asecondchance-kinship.com

Phone: 412-342-0600 (Pittsburgh office)
215-564-0790 (Philadelphia office)

Email: info@asecondchance-kinship.com

Service area: Allegheny County; City of Philadelphia; Delaware County; and Berks County

Description: Kinship foster care licensing, case management and support services; Kinship Closet — providing
gently used clothes; respite services; support group services; Kinship Emergency Response
Services; Family Finding and Family Group Decision Making services; State-Wide Adoption
Network services; and other services.

Allegheny County Area Agency on Aging — Family Caregiver Support Program

Website: www.alleghenycounty.us/Human-Services/News-Events/Engagement/Caregiver-Support-
Programs.aspx

Phone: 412-350-5460 or 1-800-344-4319 (toll-free)

Email: seniorline@alleghenycounty.us

Service area: Allegheny County

Description: Monthly reimbursement for caregivers ages 55+ raising related children in their home when
parents are not available. Reimbursement available for services, supplies, home modifications,
and assistive devices. Household income guidelines apply.

Butler County Area Agency on Aging

Website: www.co.butler.pa.us/Area-Agency-on-Aging
Phone: 724-282-3008, 1-888-367-2434 (toll-free)
Email: aaainfo@co.butler.pa.us

Service area: Butler County
Description: Information and referral and/or financial reimbursement for costs related to caregiving for a
family member age 17 or younger.


https://www.childtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Pennsylvania-Relative-Caregiving-Factsheet_2014.pdf
https://www.childtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Pennsylvania-Relative-Caregiving-Factsheet_2014.pdf
http://www.childtrends.org/
http://www.asecondchance-kinship.com/
http://www.asecondchance-kinship.com/
mailto:info@asecondchance-kinship.com
http://www.alleghenycounty.us/Human-Services/News-Events/Engagement/Caregiver-Support-Programs.aspx
http://www.alleghenycounty.us/Human-Services/News-Events/Engagement/Caregiver-Support-Programs.aspx
http://www.alleghenycounty.us/Human-Services/News-Events/Engagement/Caregiver-Support-Programs.aspx
http://www.co.butler.pa.us/Area-Agency-on-Aging
http://www.co.butler.pa.us/Area-Agency-on-Aging
mailto:aaainfo@co.butler.pa.us
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Chester County Family Caregiver Support Program

Website:
Phone:
Email:
Service area:
Description:

www.chesco.org/482/Family-Caregiver-Support-Program

610-344-6350

ccaging@chesco.org

Chester County

Reimbursement for purchase of certain supportive services and goods for eligible caregivers,
benefits counseling, care management services for the caregiver, caregiver education and
training, caregiver support groups, and one-time grants for approved home modifications and
assistive devices. Certain eligibility requirements may apply.

Children’s Aid Society - Relatives as Parents Program (RAPP)

Website:
Phone:
Email:
Service area:
Description:

http://childaid.org/rapp

814-765-2686

rapp@childaid.org

Central Pennsylvania

Monthly support group, referral and access to community-based services and resources, and
education and training to learn new parenting and coping skills.

Clearfield Area Agency on Aging

Website:
Phone:
Email:
Service area:
Description:

WWww.ccaaa.net

814-765-2696 or 1-800-225-8571 (toll-free)

mail@ccaaa.net

Clearfield County

Reimbursement up to $200 for costs related to raising grandchildren, including costs for
hygiene supplies, school supplies, school clothes, and respite care. Eligibility for financial
assistance based on household income.

Family and Community Service of Delaware County

Website:
Phone:

Service area:
Description:

www.fcsdc.org

610-566-7540 (Media office)

610-859-3806 (Chester office)

610-6265800 (Clifton Heights office)

Delaware County

Second Time Around Parents program, support groups, workshops, counseling, peer support,
education in advocacy, and other services.


http://www.chesco.org/482/Family-Caregiver-Support-Program
http://www.chesco.org/482/Family-Caregiver-Support-Program
mailto:ccaging@chesco.org
http://childaid.org/rapp
http://childaid.org/rapp
http://childaid.org/rapp
mailto:rapp@childaid.org
http://www.ccaaa.net/
http://www.ccaaa.net/
mailto:mail@ccaaa.net
http://www.fcsdc.org/
http://www.fcsdc.org/
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Family Support of Pressley Ridge

Website: www.pressleyridge.org/fscpa.html
Phone: 717-541-0828 or 1-800-984-9923 (toll-free)
Email: info@PressleyRidge.org

Service area: Perry County (Newport) and Dauphin County (Harrisburg)
Description: Grandparents Raising Minor Children/Kinship Care is a free support and education group and
includes free childcare during group sessions.

Food and Wellness Network — Turning Points for Children

Website: www.turningpointsforchildren.org
Phone: 267-236-1558
Email: info@tp4c.org

Service area: Philadelphia

Description: Emergency food, infant formula, diapers and wellness resources, cooking and wellness classes,
nutrition education, financial planning classes, and easy access to public benefits. Services are
by appointment only and may vary based on location and other eligibility factors.

Franklin County Area Agency on Aging

Website: www.franklincountypa.gov/index.php?section=human-services_aging

Phone: 717-263-2153 or 1-800-642-6990 (toll-free)

Service area: Franklin County

Description: Reimbursement for expenses related to raising grandchildren, depending on household income,
and a monthly caregiver support group.

Grand Central

Phone: 215-557-1554

Email: grandcentralinc@msn.com

Service area: Philadelphia County

Description: Bi-monthly support groups, information on various health and social services, and help with
appointments, paperwork completion, etc.

Grandma’s Kids — Center for Intergenerational Learning at Temple University

Website: http://education.temple.edu/igc/programs/grandmas-kids

Service area: Philadelphia

Description: School-based after-school services to children in out-of-home placements, including tutorial
assistance, group counseling, and caregiver assistance, etc.


http://www.pressleyridge.org/fscpa.html
http://www.pressleyridge.org/fscpa.html
mailto:info@PressleyRidge.org
file:///C:/Users/ssteinig/AppData/Local/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/APFC91U1/www.turningpointsforchildren.org
file:///C:/Users/ssteinig/AppData/Local/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/APFC91U1/www.turningpointsforchildren.org
http://www.franklincountypa.gov/index.php?section=human-
http://www.franklincountypa.gov/index.php?section=human-
mailto:grandcentralinc@msn.com
http://education.temple.edu/igc/programs/grandmas-kids
http://education.temple.edu/igc/programs/grandmas-kids
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Greater Erie Community Action Committee — Family Caregiver Support Program

Website:
Phone:
Service area:
Description:

WWWw.gecac.org

814-459-4581 or 1-800-769-2436 (toll-free)

Erie County

Reimbursement for certain expenses related to raising children; income-based for those over
55 raising children under 18.

Mifflin-Juniata Area Agency on Aging

Website:
Phone:
Email:
Service area:
Description:

WWWw.Mmjaaa.com

717-242-0315 or 1-800-348-2277 (toll-free)

mifjunconf@mjaaa.com

Mifflin and Juniata Counties

Caregivers over 55 raising minor children may be eligible for financial reimbursement including
tutoring fees, school activity fees, clothing, and necessary school supplies. Caregiver must meet
income requirements.

Parent-Child Home Program

Website:
Phone:
Email:
Service area:
Description:

www.parent-child.org

516-883-7480

info@parent-child.org

Indiana, Easton, Louistown, Williamsport, Milton, Philadelphia, and Wilkes-Barre

Free home visiting program with an emphasis on early literacy to help with development of
school readiness.

Pennsylvania Kinship Navigator

Website:
Service area:
Description:

http://extension.psu.edu/youth/intergenerational/program-areas/kinship

Statewide

Online database of programs, services, and resources available for kinship care families.
Information is presented by county. The database is maintained by Penn State Extension —
Relatives as Parents Program (RAPP).

Penn State, Department of Agricultural Economics, Sociology and Education, Extension Office — Relatives As
Parents Program (RAPP)

Website:
Contact:
Phone:
Email:
Service area:
Description:

http://aese.psu.edu/extension/intergenerational/program-areas

Matthew Kaplan, Ph.D.

814-863-7871

msk15@psu.edu

Statewide

Services include the PA Kinship Navigator website (see above), online resources for human
service professionals, including a curriculum, educational workshops for kinship care families,
and kinship family retreats.


http://www.gecac.org/
http://www.gecac.org/
http://www.mjaaa.com/
http://www.mjaaa.com/
http://www.parent-child.org/
http://www.parent-child.org/
http://extension.psu.edu/youth/intergenerational/program-areas/kinship
http://extension.psu.edu/youth/intergenerational/program-areas/kinship
http://aese.psu.edu/extension/intergenerational/program-areas/kinship/relatives-as-parents-program-rapp
http://aese.psu.edu/extension/intergenerational/program-areas/kinship/relatives-as-parents-program-rapp
http://aese.psu.edu/extension/intergenerational/program-areas
mailto:msk15@psu.edu
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Philadelphia Office of Family and Community Engagement

Website:
Phone:
Service area:
Description:

http://webgui.phila.k12.pa.us/offices/p/publicengagement

215-400-4180

Philadelphia

Increases collaboration between families (parents and caregivers), schools and the community
through programs such as Parents University, Multilingual Family Support, Professional
Development, and Parent and Family Resource centers.

SeniorLAW Center

Website:
Phone:

Service area:
Description:

www.seniorlawcenter.org

215-988-1244 (general)

215-988-1242 (intake)

1-877-727-7529 (toll-free)

Statewide (Note: direct individual representation in Philadelphia only)

Legal representation, education, and advocacy related to housing, consumer protection, family
law, domestic violence, financial exploitation, and others.

Southwestern Pennsylvania Area Agency on Aging

Website:
Phone:
Email:
Service area:
Description:

WWW.SWpa-aaa.org

724-489-80800r 1-888-300-2704 (toll-free)

contact@swpa-aaa.org

Washington, Greene, and Fayette Counties

Grandparent Support Program offers benefits counseling, case management, support groups,
and limited reimbursement for services and supplies related to caregiving.

Supportive Older Women’s Network (SOWN)

Website:
Phone:
Email:
Service area:
Description:

WWW.SOWN.Org
215-487-3000, Ext. 11

info@sown.org

Philadelphia

Grandparent Support Program provides parenting education, support groups, counseling, and
mentoring for grandparents who are raising their grandchildren. SOWN’s Philly Families Eat
Smart teaches healthy food and fitness lifestyle changes to grandparent-headed families.


http://webgui.phila.k12.pa.us/offices/p/publicengagement
http://webgui.phila.k12.pa.us/offices/p/publicengagement
http://www.seniorlawcenter.org/
http://www.seniorlawcenter.org/
http://www.swpa-aaa.org/
http://www.swpa-aaa.org/
mailto:acharwood@swpa-aaa.org
http://www.sown.org/
http://www.sown.org/
mailto:rphillips@sown.org
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Westmoreland County Area Agency on Aging — Grandparenting Program

Website: www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/aging
Phone: 724-830-4444 or 1-800-442-8000 (toll-free)
Email: aaa@co.westmoreland.pa.us

Service area: Westmoreland County

Description: Services to individuals ages 55 and over who have formal or informal custody of a child who is
18 years or younger. Services include financial assistance offered on a cost-sharing basis
depending on income and eligibility, referral for training/counseling, benefits counseling, and
assistance completing benefits and insurance forms.

Public Benefits

Federal and state public benefits programs can help with income, food, healthcare, home energy, telephone
and other needs for those who are eligible. Eligibility requirements vary with each public benefit and
sometimes are different from state to state. Some benefits are for the family and others are for children or
older adults individually. Children are often eligible for public benefits even if their caregivers do not have
guardianship or legal custody. Relative caregivers may become eligible for benefits programs when their
household size increases.

Help with Public Benefits

AARP Foundation’s Benefits QuickLink

Benefits QuickLINK, powered by BenefitsCheckUp of the National Council on Aging, offers a free and private
way to complete a questionnaire to find out if relatives and/or the children they are raising qualify for certain
programs that pay for food, increase income and cover home and healthcare costs. The specific programs
covered by the questionnaire in the website are listed below. Once the questionnaire is completed, the
website generates a list of eligible programs and contact information.

www.aarp.org/quicklink

Benefits QuickLINK Benefits QuickLINK
State and Federal Public Benefits Public Benefits for Families Raising Children
sMedicare Savings Programs sMedicaid for Children
sMedicare Prescription Drug Coverage sState Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP)
sMedicare Rx Extra Help sTANF-Child Only Grants
sState Pharmaceutical Assistance Programs (SPAP) sSupplemental Security Income for Children
sMedicaid for Aged, Blind, and Disabled oChild Care Assistance

sSupplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
sEarned Income Tax Credit (EITC)

*| ow Income Home Energy Assistance (LIHEAP)
sState Property Tax Relief/Rebates

sSupplemental Security Income (SSI)

sEmployment Programs

sTelephone and Cellphone Assistance
sTransportation Assistance


http://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/aging
http://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/aging
http://www.aarp.org/quicklink
http://www.aarp.org/quicklink
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Benefits.gov

An official website of the federal government, this resource has state specific information on benefits, in

addition to a screening tool to find out which programs you may be eligible to receive.
www.benefits.gov

Eldercare Locator
The National Eldercare Locator service helps you find your local area agency on aging and other state and local
resources that can help with public benefits, local programs and other services for older adults.
1-800-677-1116 (toll-free)
www.eldercare.gov

Key Public Benefits: Income
Each state administers federal funds that provide cash assistance to families in need. Some states also offer
other forms of financial assistance.

Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF)

Cash assistance may be available to eligible children and their relative caregivers.
Pennsylvania Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
Pennsylvania Department of Human Services
1-800-692-7462 (toll-free)

To apply online — Go to www.compass.state.pa.us
Apply in person by visiting your local county assistance office

Generations United’s Grand Resources:

A Fact Sheet for Grandparent and Relative Caregivers to Help Access Support through the Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Program

www.gu.org/RESOURCES.aspx

Social Security
A multigenerational program, Social Security provides income benefits to adults, older adults and children. In
addition to Retirement and Disability benefits, Survivor’s Benefits are based on a child’s parent’s earnings and
may help if a child’s parents die. Your grandchild may also qualify for benefits based on your work record. The
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program pays benefits to disabled adults and children who have limited
income and resources. SSI benefits are also payable to people 65 and older without disabilities who meet the
financial limits.

Online Directory - To find your local Social Security Administration office.

1-800-772-1213 (toll-free)

https://secure.ssa.gov/


http://www.benefits.gov/
http://www.benefits.gov/
http://www.eldercare.gov/Eldercare.NET/Public/Index.aspx
http://www.eldercare.gov/
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ofa/programs/tanf
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/cashassistance/tanfandmovingtoindependence/
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/cashassistance/tanfandmovingtoindependence/
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/Compass.Web/public/cmphome
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/findfacilsandlocs/countyassistanceofficecontactinformation/index.htm
http://www.gu.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=ZBNaB6jZmDQ%3d&tabid=157&mid=606
http://www.gu.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=ZBNaB6jZmDQ%3d&tabid=157&mid=606
http://www.gu.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=ZBNaB6jZmDQ%3d&tabid=157&mid=606
http://www.gu.org/RESOURCES.aspx
http://www.ssa.gov/
http://www.ssa.gov/pgm/retirement.htm
http://www.ssa.gov/pgm/disability.htm
https://www.ssa.gov/survivors/
http://www.ssa.gov/pgm/ssi.htm
http://www.ssa.gov/pgm/ssi.htm
https://www.ssa.gov/disabilityssi/
http://www.ssa.gov/applyfordisability/child.htm
https://secure.ssa.gov/apps6z/FOLO/fo001.jsp
https://secure.ssa.gov/
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Key Public Benefits: Nutrition
Relative caregivers and their families may be eligible for assistance with groceries, meals, infant formula and
nutrition education. These are some of the key nutrition benefits programs and resources.

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
SNAP is the new name for the federal Food Stamp Program. It helps low-income individuals and families buy
the food they need for good health. Although SNAP is the national name, your state may use a different name.
Pennsylvania Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
Pennsylvania Department of Human Services
1-800-692-7462 (toll-free)
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/supplementalnutritionassistanceprogram/index.htm
www.fns.usda.gov/wic/Contacts/statealpha.HTM
To apply online — Go to www.compass.state.pa.us

Food and Nutrition Services of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Child Nutrition Program - The schools, early childhood education programs, child care centers, afterschool
programs or other programs that children attend may offer free or reduced meals through the federal Child
Nutrition Program, which provides breakfast, lunch, snacks, summer meals and milk. Contact the school,
center or program to ask if they participate in any of the child nutrition programs and how to apply. Relative
caregivers should inform the program that they are raising the child and whether or not they are doing so
through a court order.
Online State Directory - To find your state office that manages the Child Nutrition program.
www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Contacts/StateDirectory.htm

Women, Infant and Children (WIC) - States administer federal funds for supplemental foods, health care
referrals, and nutrition education for low-income pregnant, breastfeeding, and non-breastfeeding postpartum
women, and to infants and children up to age five who are found to be at nutritional risk.
Online State Directory - To find your state office that manages the WIC program.
www.fns.usda.gov/wic/wic-contacts

Foodbanks

Organizations that provide free food and sometimes other items, such as diapers, to families in need.
Online State Directory - To find local food banks.
www.feedingamerica.org/foodbank-results.aspx

Key Public Benefits: Health Care

Relative caregivers and the children they are raising may be eligible for health insurance through Medicare

and/or Medicaid and help with prescription drugs. Benefits QuickLINK can help you find these benefits.
www.aarp.org/quicklink


https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/supplementalnutritionassistanceprogram/index.htm
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/supplementalnutritionassistanceprogram/index.htm
http://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/Contacts/statealpha.HTM
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/
http://www.fns.usda.gov/fdd/programs/schcnp/
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Contacts/StateDirectory.htm
http://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/wic-contacts
http://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/wic-contacts
http://www.feedingamerica.org/
http://feedingamerica.org/foodbank-results.aspx
http://www.feedingamerica.org/foodbank-results.aspx
http://www.aarp.org/quicklink
http://www.aarp.org/quicklink
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Health Insurance for Children
Relative caregivers may apply for free or low-cost health and dental insurance for the children they are
raising through the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), which provides health coverage to
eligible children through both Medicaid and separate CHIP programs. CHIP and Medicaid are the
national names, and your state may use different names.

Pennsylvania Medicaid, Pennsylvania Department of Human Services

1-866-550-4355 (toll-free)

http://www.healthchoicespa.com/

To apply online — Go to www.compass.state.pa.us

Pennsylvania Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
1-800-986-KIDS (5437) (toll-free)
www.chipcoverspakids.com/

To apply online — Go to www.compass.state.pa.us

Consent to Obtain Health Care
Even with insurance, consenting to health care for a child can be a challenge for relative caregivers who
do not have legal custody. Some states have laws that allow these caregivers to “consent” to such
treatment.
Grandfamilies.org Online Database - To see if your state has such a law.
www.grandfamilies.org/Search-Laws

Key Public Benefits: Tax Credits

The following information is about tax credits from the federal government available throughout the United
States. Similar tax credits may exist in your state for state taxes. For example, according to the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP), 26 states and the District of Columbia offer a state tax credit based on the
federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and four states offer a Child Tax Credit. See CBPP’s “Get it Back
Campaign” for more information on state tax credits.

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is an income tax credit for workers who do not have high incomes. It is a
refundable tax credit, which means you could get a refund check from the U.S. Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
even if you don't earn enough to pay taxes.

Child Tax Credit is a tax credit for up to $1,000 per dependent child. But, it is not refundable.

Additional Child Tax Credit may help if you don’t owe enough taxes to benefit from the child tax credit. Unlike
the child tax credit, this tax credit is refundable.

Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit may help you if you've hired someone to help care for the child so you
could work or look for work. If so, you may be able to claim up to $3,000 in expenses per child.


https://www.medicaid.gov/chip/chip-program-information.html
http://www.healthchoicespa.com/
http://www.healthchoicespa.com/
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/
http://www.chipcoverspakids.com/
http://www.chipcoverspakids.com/
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/
http://www.grandfamilies.org/Topics/Healthcare/Healthcare-Summary-Analysis
http://www.grandfamilies.org/Search-Laws
http://www.grandfamilies.org/Search-Laws
http://www.eitcoutreach.org/learn/tax-credits/earned-income-tax-credit/#state
http://www.eitcoutreach.org/learn/tax-credits/earned-income-tax-credit/#state
http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=96406,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=96406,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0%2C%2Cid=106182%2C00.html
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p972/ar02.html#en_US_2012_publink100012090
http://www.irs.gov/publications/p972/ar02.html#en_US_2012_publink100012090
https://www.irs.gov/uac/ten-things-to-know-about-the-child-and-dependent-care-credit
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Adoption Tax Credit can help if you have adopted your grandchild or other relative. It can give you a credit for
the money you spent to adopt. If you adopted a child from the foster care system with special needs, you may
be eligible for the maximum amount of credit for the year you adopted regardless of whether you had any
qualifying expenses. If you did not adopt from the foster care system, you must have qualifying expenses like
legal fees. This tax credit allows adoptive parents to claim up to $13,460 per child.

Please note that tax credits themselves are not counted as income. They will not be counted when you apply
for financial help.
Center for Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP) — To find out about tax credits in your state.
www.cbpp.org

The U.S. Internal Revenue Service (IRS) — To find out more information about each of these tax credits
WWW.irs.gov

The U.S. Department of Education offers a parent site that has a wide range of helpful information for
parents and caregivers regarding children’s education from early childhood through college, special
needs, disabilities, language challenges and gifted students.

1-800-USA-LEARN (1-800-872-5327) (toll-free)

www.ed.gov/parents

Pennsylvania Department of Education
717-783-6788
www.pde.state.pa.us

Educational Enroliment
Relative caregivers can contact their local school district’s administrative office or their local school to find out
how to register the child and what paperwork is needed. Caregivers may need birth records, health records or
previous school records. Some states have laws that allow relative caregivers without legal custody or
guardianship to enroll the children they are raising in school. These laws are often called education “consent”
laws, but they may be called something else in your state.
Grandfamilies.org Online Database - To find out if your state has an education consent law.
www.grandfamilies.org/Search-Laws

Early Intervention, Special Education and Related Services

The Federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) - From birth to age 21, children who have
learning disabilities, physical disabilities or other special needs may be able to get early intervention,
preschool and special education services in school through the federal IDEA. Services may include speech,
physical and occupational therapies.


http://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc607.html
http://www.eitcoutreach.org/learn/tax-credits/earned-income-tax-credit/#state
http://www.cbpp.org/
http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.ed.gov/
http://www2.ed.gov/parents/landing.jhtml?src=ln
http://www.ed.gov/parents
http://www.pde.state.pa.us/
http://www.pde.state.pa.us/
http://www.grandfamilies.org/Search-Laws
http://www.grandfamilies.org/Search-Laws
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/osep/osep-idea.html
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The IDEA requires that states identify, locate and evaluate all children ages 3 to 21 with disabilities who may
need special education and related services. Once the evaluation team, which includes a child’s caregivers, has
decided if a child is eligible for early intervention, preschool or special education services, an Individual Family
Service Plan (IFSP; birth to three years of age) or an Individual Education Plan (IEP; three to 21 yearsof age) is
developed and services should begin shortly.

Pennsylvania Department of Education, Bureau of Special Education

1-800-879-2301 (toll-free in-state) or (717) 657-5842 (out-of-state)

www.education.pa.gov/k-12/special%20education/pages/default.aspx#tab-1

Pennsylvania Early Intervention Services

Pennsylvania Department of Human Services
1-800-692-7462 (toll-free)
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/earlyinterventionservices/

Parent Centers across the country provide information to help parents and caregivers with children
who have special education needs and disabilities.

Online State Directory - To find Parent Centers in your state.
www.parentcenterhub.org/find-your-center/

Generations United’s Grand Resources:
A Grandparent’s and Other Relative’s Guide to Raising Children with Disabilities
www.gu.org/RESOURCES.aspx

Early Childhood Education

Head Start and Early Head Start are early education programs for eligible children.
Online Directory - To find Head Start or Early Head Start centers in your state.
1-866-763-6481 (toll-free)
www.eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/HeadStartOffices

Child Care Aware provides information, resources and connection to local Child Care Resource and
Referral Agencies (CCR&R) that help you find local child care.

Online Directory - To find your local Child Care Resource & Referral Agency.

1- 800-424-2246 (toll-free)

www.childcareaware.org/families/

The following legal relationships may be options for both those children exiting the foster care system and
those outside the system. For those families who do not want to establish a legal relationship, consent and
power of attorney laws are available in several states.


http://www.education.pa.gov/k-12/special%20education/pages/default.aspx#tab-1
http://www.education.pa.gov/k-12/special%20education/pages/default.aspx#tab-1
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/earlyinterventionservices/
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/earlyinterventionservices/
http://www.parentcenterhub.org/
http://www.parentcenterhub.org/find-your-center/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pushbullet-uploads/ujzNDwQrsR2-e9bzzqRW17gTKJfeJd1zxrArTZrlgITZ/2013-grandfamilies-GrandResourcesFULLGUIDE.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/pushbullet-uploads/ujzNDwQrsR2-e9bzzqRW17gTKJfeJd1zxrArTZrlgITZ/2013-grandfamilies-GrandResourcesFULLGUIDE.pdf
http://www.gu.org/RESOURCES.aspx
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/family/For%20Parents
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/ehsnrc
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/HeadStartOffices
http://www.eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/HeadStartOffices
http://childcareaware.org/families/
http://childcareaware.org/families/
http://www.childcareaware.org/families/
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All of the following options are presented in general terms. This area of the law is created at the state level, so
how these options are defined and which ones are available can vary significantly by state.

Adoption

With adoption, the relative caregiver becomes the parent in the eyes of the law. This fact makes access to
services on behalf of the child the same as for any parent. Adoption ends all of the birth parents’ rights and
responsibilities, which means that birth parents cannot go to court later and reclaim those rights and
responsibilities.

Adoption assistance payments may be available to relative caregivers who choose to adopt children in their
care from the child welfare system.
North American Council on Adoptable Children - To get information about your state’s subsidy, in
addition to other adoption information.
WWWw.nacac.org

Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption - To find adoption resources that may be helpful to you.
www.davethomasfoundation.org

Guardianship

The biggest difference between adoption and guardianship is that guardianship does not take away all the
birth parents’ rights and responsibilities. Parents typically keep certain rights and the obligation to financially
support the child. Unlike adoption, the parents can go back to court and ask for the guardianship to be ended.
For caregivers, a guardianship allows them to access services on behalf of the child that otherwise might prove
impossible while not changing family relationships, like making grandma legally mom.

Guardianship assistance payments may be available to relative caregivers who choose to get guardianship of
the children in their care who are exiting the child welfare system.
www.grandfamilies.org - To find out more about whether your state has guardianship assistance.

Legal Custody

Legal custody is similar to guardianship, but it is usually granted by a different court that has different
procedures.

Other Options

In some states, relative caregivers who do not want or have a legal relationship to the children in their care
have laws that make it possible to access health care treatment and educational services on behalf of the
children without going to court.

For more information on all these options, and to see what exists in your state, see www.grandfamilies.org.


http://www.nacac.org/adoptionsubsidy/stateprofiles.html
http://www.nacac.org/adoptionsubsidy/stateprofiles.html
http://www.nacac.org/
https://davethomasfoundation.org/
http://www.davethomasfoundation.org/
http://www.grandfamilies.org/Topics/Subsidized-Guardianship/Subsidized-Guardianship-Summary-Analysis
http://www.grandfamilies.org/
http://www.grandfamilies.org/
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State Laws

Grandfamilies.org is a collaboration between Generations United, the American Bar Association Center on
Children and the Law and Casey Family Programs. It contains an easy-to-use, searchable database of state laws
and legislation directly impacting kinship families. You will also find explanations of legal topic areas, practical
implementation ideas, personal stories and many other resources.

Topics Covered:
e Adoption
e Care and Custody
e Education
e Federal Laws
e Foster Care Licensing
e Financial Assistance
e Healthcare
e Housing
e Kinship Navigator Programs
e National Family Caregiver Support Program
e Notification of Relatives
e Subsidized Guardianship

The online database of laws and legislation is at www.grandfamilies.org/Search-Laws.

If you have an update or a resource to be included in this or any of the other GrandFacts State Fact Sheets,
please email grandfamilies@gu.org.
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Disclaimers: None of the sponsoring organizations whose logos appear on this document/website (AARP, American Bar Association
Center on Children and the Law, The Brookdale Foundation Group, Casey Family Programs, ChildFocus, Child Trends, Children’s
Defense Fund, Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption, or Generations United) recommend or endorse any of the groups, agencies or
services listed on the GrandFacts State Fact Sheets. Neither the sponsoring organizations nor any of their employees make any
warranty, expressed or implied, or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any
information. None of the sponsoring organizations shall have liability to any website user or to any third party for any loss expense,
or damage, including consequential, incidental, special or punitive damages. A user's sole and exclusive remedy for dissatisfaction
with this service is to cease using the service. Please be advised that there may be other similar services available that are not listed.
The sponsoring organizations are not obligated to include any specific groups, agencies or services and may choose not to include
some that submit their information. The sponsoring organizations are not responsible for consumer interactions with groups,
agencies or services listed on these fact sheets.

Fact sheets may be printed and used as handouts without permission for non-commercial purposes, provided attribution is given
to GrandFacts State Fact Sheets at www.grandfamilies.org. Organizations and individuals who want to share fact sheet content
online must link to www.grandfamilies.org only. Excerpts may be used online or in print publications with permission only.
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